THE TOWER OF BABEL
Originally Babylon was merely a trading-place for Eridu a: Ur, the two great Sumerian centres of commerce at the mou of the Euphrates, but she surpassed them both, and all t other cities of Mesopotamia, making her name famous for time. The choice of her name already foretold her futui Bab-Ili, "Gate of God". By her civilisation she overcame I enemies and conquerors, Assyrians, Kassites, Hurrians a: Hittites, and forced them to contribute to her glory. She M forever in rebellion, forever impatient to throw off the b; barian yoke; she paid for her temerity often and cruelly wi her blood and her ruins. The Assyrian kings punished h< Tekulti-Enurta, Sargon, Sennacherib, Assurbanipal and Xer? the Persian. Each one destroyed also the sacred tower of I. great patron god Marduk, who shared her defeats as well her victories, who grew with her and with her knew captiv: under the Assyrians. Just as earthly kings assume the ti and powers of the rulers they conquer, so do the victoric gods appropriate the spheres of influence of the divinities th subject; thus did Marduk assume the power of Anu, the ki of the gods, of Enlil the "Lord of the Lands" and of Bel tn.
